CDRD and OICR Seek Collaborative Research Projects to Discover and
Develop New Treatments for Oncology Indications
The Centre for Drug Research and Development (CDRD) and the Drug Discovery Program at the Ontario Institute
for Cancer Research (OICR) have launched a partnership aimed at accelerating preclinical development of novel
therapies for oncology. To achieve this goal, the organizations together are seeking pre-proposals from academic
investigators for collaborative projects aimed at developing new disease-modifying therapies for oncology.
Background and Purpose
The partnership between CDRD and OICR represents an opportunity for researchers at the cutting edge of cancer
research to translate their technologies through preclinical development and facilitate translation to patients.
Together, CDRD and OICR can provide drug discovery, development and commercialization expertise along with
the specialized facilities required by researchers to identify and advance promising drug candidates in a
collaborative manner. Support at each stage of the preclinical drug development process is available from target
validation, high-throughput drug screening, medicinal chemistry, antibody and biologics, formulation and drug
delivery, and non-GLP pharmacology/toxicology.
Unlike traditional grant-in-aid or sponsored research grants which are typically developed by the investigator
alone, CDRD and OICR will work with successful applicants to develop a full Collaborative Project Plan addressing
the next critical activities that are required to progress the technology towards the clinic. This type of collaborative
effort has been designed to enable academic investigators to advance development of their technologies much
further than typical grant funding strategies would allow. CDRD and OICR provide drug development and
commercialization expertise, specialized facilities and a fully-integrated development platform to enable
researchers to advance promising drug candidates in a collaborative manner, with experiments conducted at
CDRD/OICR or at the investigator’s laboratory, as required.
Projects will be milestone-driven, with critical question(s) and experiment(s), and clear go/no-go decision points
identified at the beginning of the project and agreed upon by CDRD/OICR and the investigator. Each phase or
iteration of the project is typically no more than twelve months in duration and can vary in budget from $30,000
up to $300,000, depending on the scope of the project. The funds allocated for each project will be managed by
CDRD and OICR.
Through these Collaborative Projects, CDRD and OICR seek to provide investigators with access to expertise and
infrastructure available at both CDRD and OICR that complements the resources currently available to
investigators in order to maximize the chances of turning promising discoveries into clinical candidates.
CDRD and OICR collaborators also have access to dedicated and distinct commercialization vehicles, CDRD
Ventures Inc. (CVI) and the Fight Against Cancer Innovation Trust (FACIT) at OICR which can subsequently bring
additional commercialization resources (including further expertise, commercial mentorship, strategic partners,
and seed funding) to the technology.
For more information please see www.cdrdventures.com
and www.FACIT.ca

CDRD and the OICR are looking to support the preclinical development of novel therapeutics that focus on
innovative targets or therapeutic approaches including small molecules, biologics and cell based therapies, with
significant promise for the treatment of cancer. New collaborative projects will have potential for clinical
development, yet have critical outstanding questions which can be answered by collaborative experimental work
in both the investigator’s laboratory and at CDRD/OICR.
Intellectual Property Status
It is not necessary to have filed a patent application in order to participate in this joint CDRD/OICR initiative.
However, the technology that is the subject of a Collaborative Project must be unencumbered, i.e., rights to the
technology cannot have been granted or optioned to a third party by the applicant or their host institution. Our
projects are collaborative in nature, and ownership of any new IP created in the course of a CDRD/OICR Project is
determined by inventorship. In each project, CDRD and OICR work with the investigator and institution to bundle
and maximize protection for the technology under development, in order to establish a commercially attractive
technology package to attract further investment and interest in clinical development.
Confidentiality
Please note that ALL PRE-PROPOSALS WILL BE TREATED AS NON-CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION for the purposes
of the review process. Do not include confidential or proprietary information at this stage. Applicants who have
submitted a successful pre-proposal will be contacted by CDRD and/or OICR by September 30, 2015 and invited
to enter into a confidentiality agreement with CDRD and OICR to enable submission of a subsequent full
Collaborative Project Proposal (template to be provided upon notification).
Application and Review Process
The review process will be managed by CDRD and guided by the input of additional experts nominated by OICR.
July 28, 2015: Pre-proposal submission opens.
August 31, 2015 17:00 Pacific Standard Time: Pre-proposal submission closes. The pre-proposal submission is
comprised of a project title and five-hundred word NON-CONFIDENTIAL summary (click here to download
template). Pre-proposals must be submitted electronically to cancer@cdrd.ca. Early submission of the preproposal is encouraged.
September 30, 2015: Notification for successful pre-proposals. Applicants who have submitted a successful preproposal will be invited to enter into a confidentiality agreement with CDRD and OICR to enable submission of a
full Collaborative Project Proposal.
October 30, 2015, 17:00 Pacific Standard Time: Deadline for submission of Collaborative Project Proposal.
Proposals must be submitted electronically to cancer@cdrd.ca
November 30, 2015: Notification to applicants with successful Collaborative Project Proposals.

December 1-December 31, 2015: Co-development of Collaborative Project Plan between investigators and CDRD
and/or OICR. For technologies selected by CDRD and OICR, the investigator(s), in collaboration with CDRD and/or
OICR, will develop a proposed Project Plan and budget to undertake the critical experiments needed to advance
the technology. It is anticipated that activities outlined in the Collaborative Project Plan will encompass activities
leveraging the infrastructure and expertise available at both CDRD and OICR in addition to the expertise (e.g.
unique models and assays) existing in the investigator’s and potentially other collaborators’ laboratories.
January 2016: Anticipated project start date.
For additional questions or assistance, please contact:
Sam White, Ph.D.
Associate Director, Project Search and Evaluation
swhite@cdrd.ca
+1 (604) 827-1215
The Centre for Drug Research and Development
2405 Wesbrook Mall, Fourth Floor
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z3
Sarah Williams, Ph.D.
Associate Scientist, Project Search and Evaluation
swilliams@cdrd.ca
+1 (604) 827-1164
The Centre for Drug Research and Development
2405 Wesbrook Mall, Fourth Floor
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z3
About CDRD
CDRD is Canada’s fully-integrated national drug development and commercialization centre, providing expertise
and infrastructure to enable researchers from leading health research institutions to advance promising earlystage drug candidates in a collaborative manner. Its mandate is to de-risk discoveries stemming from publiclyfunded health research and transform them into viable investment opportunities for the private sector — thus
successfully bridging the commercialization gap between academia and industry, and translating research
discoveries into new therapies for patients. Canada’s Networks of Centres of Excellence Program has recognized
CDRD as a Centre of Excellence for Commercialization and Research (CECR). www.cdrd.ca
About OICR
OICR is an innovative cancer research and development institute dedicated to prevention, early detection,
diagnosis and treatment of cancer. The Institute is an independent, not-for-profit corporation, funded by the
Government of Ontario. OICR’s Drug Discovery Program’s mission is to efficiently translate cancer-related

academic discoveries into novel oncology therapies that will have a significant impact on the cancer patient
population.
The Drug Discovery Program at OICR is comprised of three major functional areas of expertise: chemistry
(medicinal, analytical and computational); ADME/PK and biology/screening support. Group members bring a
collective depth and breadth of academic, pharmaceutical and biotech experiences and have a record of delivering
high-quality leads and clinical candidates. oicr.on.ca
Conditions
This call for Collaborative Projects and your submission of a pre-proposal does not commit CDRD or the OICR to
select any Collaborative Project or Applicant, to enter into any agreements with any Applicant or to conduct any
project with any Applicant. CDRD and OICR reserve the right to reject any or all Collaborative Project Proposals
at any time, and to terminate this call for Collaborative Projects at any time.
In providing CDRD personal information in the course of your application, you consent to the collection and use
by CDRD, CDRD Ventures Inc., and the OICR of such information for the purposes of evaluating, awarding, and
managing relevant projects. We will use and protect personal information in accordance with applicable privacy
law.

