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Centre for Drug Research and Development team: (left to right) Michel Roberge, Robert Hancock, Natalie Dakers, Pieter Cullis and David Dolphin

UBC initiative to link biotech research with private
enterprise opportunities

Centre for Drug Research and Development focused on reversing the drop in the number of
biotech companies being launched in B.C.

Glenn Drexhage

new centre at the University of

British Columbia aims to bridge the

gap between research and real-life

prospects, with an accomplished biotech exec-

utive and local figurehead spear-
heading the effort.

Natalie Dakers became the

Centre for Drug Research and

Development’s CEO in Decem- 0 Sée a decline in the

ber.

“The concept behind the cen- number of companies

tre was really to leverage the
world-class science that was going
on in British Columbia,” Dakers
said.

Yet this top-notch community
has faced some challenges in
recent times. For example, Dak-
ers highlighted the rapid growth
that defined B.C.’s biotech sector between 1991
and 2001, when about 60 new biotech com-
panies launched in B.C.

“And if you look at what’s happened since
then, we’ve really started to see a decline in
the number of companies that have been cre-
ated,” she said.

Part of the challenge is that investors, such
as venture capitalists, are now looking to back
later-stage firms, but the concepts and com-
panies emerging from university settings are
inspired by academic research and saddled
with early-stage status.

The new centre, then, aims to narrow this
“commercialization gap.” And that involves

“We've really started

... created”

- Natalie Dakers, Cen-

tre for Drug Research ,)idation, drug screening, drug
and Development CEO ({esign and synthesis, drug deliv-

building an infrastructure around the differ-
ent stages of drug development to advance
compounds or technologies to the point where
they better meet investor criteria.

Other key figures in the centre’s emergence
include Pieter Cullis, a UBC professor and co-
founder of Inex Pharmaceuticals Corp.; David
Dolphin, a QLT Inc. vice-presi-
dent and acting vice-president of
research at UBC; and Robert Han-
cock, a co-founder of Inimex
Pharmaceuticals Inc. and a UBC
professor.

The centre, which aims to
involve universities and teaching
hospitals across the province, will
feature five divisions to mimic the
drug-development process: target

ery and drug evaluation.

“We’re going to train personnel in drug
development — that’ll be another objective of
the centre,” Dakers added.

The site will be split into two divisions. The
Centre for Drug Research will focus on aca-
demic research, while the enterprise’s com-
mercial side is dubbed Drug Development Inc.

“The whole point is to create value with
early-stage technologies such that we can bet-
ter meet the criteria of the investment oppor-
tunity,” Dakers said.

“I think it’s a great idea,” said Hector
MacKay-Dunn, a senior partner at Farris,
Vaughan, Wills & Murphy LLP who special-
izes in biotech deals.

MacKay-Dunn said the centre was a good
initiative to address venture capitalist per-
ceptions that various drug candidates haven’t
been developed enough before coming out of
universities.

“The fact is perception is reality. And that’s
why I say it is one initiative that can help. There
are other initiatives, including providing incen-
tives for more early-stage capital for high-risk
investment.” MacKay-Dunn also lauded the
choice of Dakers as the centre’s leader.

Dakers previously had served as the president
and CEO at Vancouver’s Neuromed Tech-
nologies Inc., which named a new head last
July.

Previous to those roles she was chief oper-
ating officer, and during her tenure at Neu-
romed she helped raise close to US$50 million
in venture capital. Today Dakers sits on the
boards of organizations such as Genome BC,
the Michael Smith Foundation for Health
Research and BC Biotech.

Before co-founding Neuromed, she was
involved in life science technology transfer at
UBC’s university industry liaison office.

“She’s got a unique combination of experi-
ence,” MacKay-Dunn said. “She’s sat on both
sides of the table.”

Her current tasks include fundraising and
hiring. The centre is seeking to raise tens of
millions of dollars for funding over 10 years.
Dakers also said there could be about five to
10 hires this year, and foresees between 50 and
60 staffers at the centre within three years.

*
W gdrexhage@biv.com




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 99
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
    /ZapfDingbats
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Courier
    /Courier-Bold
    /Courier-BoldOblique
    /Courier-Oblique
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 240
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 240
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1800
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


